
Overview of year 2002-2003 at the centres:

Told at GOOSE NET Meeting held at Kandersteg International Scout Centre on Tuesday October 14 

and Wednesday October 15, 2003.

Burg Rieneck: Have been building a lot for the last year -- new accommodation facilities in the 

castle and new shower houses at the camp site. Had a very good experience with a medieval 

summer week for 100 scouts. The activities with a bee lady and forest worker who could both take 
scouts to their nature scenes was unfortunately not a success, but will be improved until next 

season. Instead the forest trail was a success. Are having difficulties in finding the balance with the 
voluntary organisation and the necessary level of committed persons to run the big castle on a 

voluntary basis. 

Kopparb Has had a very busy year where school classes have gone up by 50%. 5 professional 

employees and Lars-Eric and Lennart take care of the centre. Kopparbo has built 2 climbing towers of 

12 meters and has a very popular obstacle course. During the year a very good co-operation with 
Vässerö has been improved. In week 31 more than 2.000 scouts participated in a big camp and next 

summer 5-6.000 scouts will have a jamboree at Kopparbo. Before this event a lot of infrastructure 
has to be expanded. This year brought 25.000 overnights. Kopparbo is situated only 2 hours by train 

from Stockholm.

Houens Odde: A new chairman of the Board has been appointed and changes to the working 
structures are carried out now. The long term staff quarters have been rebuilt and the number of 

voluntary long term staff members from abroad have increased due to intensified work with the EVS 
programme. The year brought 40.000 overnights of which 25.000 are scouts. The sea activities have 

been improved and new people have joined that section. New boats have been purchased and a 
project of building some very big rafts have started up. The idea is to send some scouts across the 
North Sea to the big anniversary jamboree in 2007! A climbing tower have been built and the 

voluntary staff are restructured. During our stay in Kandersteg more than 70 volunteers met at 
Houens Odde to work at the centre for a week -- imagine the amount of work... BP Fellowship had a 

recent meeting at Houens Odde and the Swedish King and Queen visited the centre. The first 
building of the centre had 50 years anniversary which was celebrated this autumn. A book telling the 

55 years story of the centre has been published.

Bucher Berg: Katrin introduced herself as the new camp director and told about the first and very 
challenging year… The summer brought 5.000 overnights during the 6 weeks of camp period. 80% 

are scouts and 20% non-scouts (youth organisations etc.) The centre has hosted the Challenge of 
Bavarian Scouts with 10 stations and 20 teams/patrols. A new program idea of 'Pop-up-week' where 

the programme was not known by the participants until they experienced it has been tried. The camp 
used some of the legends and myths of the area and both trolls and fairies were part of it as well as 

canoe trips and theatre. The environment path is working excellent and a co-operation with a nature 

organisation works about a box with a lot of nature examination equipment. 15 staff members 
formed the basis of the 6 weeks summer and that comprises both Germans scouts and foreign 

scouts. A very hot summer caused problems because it was to hot for working and it was forbidden 
to light a fire. The summer gave some very good evaluations so Katrin have some valuable 

information to work on with. The general financial crisis in Germany affects also the Christian 

community so funds for the scout organisation have been cut dramatically and that will unfortunately 
cause problems to Bucher Berg.

Næsbycentret: Had a very fine financial year with a surplus of 150.000 DKK, 20.000€ and 17.000 
overnights. During the summer a new activity day have been running 4 times one day about 'The 

ecological backpack'. The idea was to form 2 communities -- the Underdeveloped countries producing 
diamonds, gold, charcoal, wood and food and the Industrialised countries where the older scouts 

formed a community which had a need for welfare and therefore consumed the products from the 

Underdeveloped countries. The ecological backpack was introduced so the scouts had not only to 
carry the 'diamonds' but also buckets filled with gravel to symbolise the backpack, the 

damage/amount of materials to be moved around in the world balance in addition to the actual 
goods. Furthermore the outdoor kitchen of 100 m2 was finished and has been a big success with lots 

of hungry and happy scouts. The centre still has a nature guide employed by the local community, 

but working as a valuable asset with nature and environment activities with the scouts. The craft 
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man shops surrounding the outdoor kitchen has also developed as a staffed activity. International 

Centre Day was carried out one day in July. Recruiting and keeping voluntary staff members is a 
focus topic and the centre is looking at the possibilities of purchasing the neighbour farm house and 

land for expansion of scout activities. 
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